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By Isaac Espeseth




Fair Oak, Eastleigh




"When You Were Me" is aimed at celebrating
local history. The project seeks to foster
‘,“dpnnec’rions across different generations, | e
combat loneliness, and inspire young people to &k S i e~
 explore the history of their area. It cimsto = |

. highlight the enduring sense of community

fogetherness throughout history and which is still

present today.

We hope this will encourage the sharing of

“stories among different generations, fostering

'bonds and creating opportunities for learning
about personal and shared experiences.
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Project ideas...

» Research and Documentation: Young participants will research the history of their locdt aré

conducting interviews with older residents, and collecting photos, documents, and stories.

» Workshops: Organise intergenerational workshops where young participants share their digital arts

and social skills with older generations while learning from their experiences and knowledge.

» Content Creation: Collaboratively produce an blog/website, to showcase the most important local
histories.

o Launch Event: Host a launch event at the community café to unveil the website and premiere the
documentary film, highlighting the project's achievements.

¢\ Orlline Presence: Develop and maintain an online platform where the documentary, and related
content can be accessed and shared with a wider audience.




Meeting one

* November 2023 — Mrs McNay met with the
Parish Council and guests (older residents
of Fair Oak) to discuss the aims of the
project.

* They recorded their memories of growing
up in Fair Oak and what they would like the
outcomes of the project to be.



Doecdlebu :
5 ovel tne beaohes while htzr\ahrg out wash nq,

Munn prsved Tistine inho resles o e r e
on bace of MU bike Rom Fa.w Qo 4o Zog;-kta# U
ocld Wai 2 7 al
U\N\))S th\Q(5 dUQ/

-Ridy
40 do a’sihon@ Eastieigh TH fv Carnival (i~ 195,
to @honn
> Colhwokhe, alw i
Ch l; b‘mll\ﬁ

,H l(ep'f' awato b:j Wadey VUV\V\lV\j douwn tne o‘@lr‘\
Lgeks ofF 4N 00 \due lo\

on Arst nna"d‘ n Faiv Oat Svecing Mo ears iTa
Lorclon &80 R ot hotse . I
‘el grams Q ChQPPQA Q(t)

The winty 0f 1163 7 £ Shu- (hideen WOU

o mok O

155 fbrmans Mo Osed o delvey
el astsiR Euw oc.r. ?os+ ofFReR . |
woxe shorts -

@WSQJ\O\O('M

s OalL was & favmng
g o\d - |
-TOV Toto

* Spuomentng (@ 12 yea
< ’ﬂn vsed -hypla.j campes oOn boM‘O$(KS (h (onder -
(ondion S0 AW - fo (ot LU . : jj d fm
@ vy h\y
. + o Schodl o > 0 n
West Yoreshie. Plucoehney CTALLLE s o Strikes + Fats
R T ) * o
COMIP Q / @?\‘i’\? Hd somner 7 G 5;}

s o e 2y m,(p?]cw,ﬂe
% L




’_ 7779 KeSearch iS
- e L2

o)

/T’LQO%’P,WU You Uk the infarmaton
A
S
ForStonl - prasented 20 .
° Nebsute /Web ‘Pagos osed oin PC wetribe
—taling st propeet /V\(s-(—ory ot Foeisky
(@)= Histovry Becorcling / Video — bexchn
~ Hhine seout ‘sHandad Qe rons Bisingps Watham
2 SPeaeins ~ teas Gt WWEeHY rewm,
_Captutea SS perweneYt oo :
@Mrﬁ ) T Disemsan - :
= ViSi€ witih Childven teo Y Acrchvess
° Dowr\\‘ca:ble/ PAntatic Docwwek —~ Blardes Approod,
- H-‘\s-tovz TraT\ svand FO -~ Pisploy Cases .

“o\d vapns - Replicoe cnidven in Nsvker St
fom Alods - Wit~ anildren tooasy .

* Showing OF Fiim @ eVent (syaucace € o+ )
® Radcast

& lI




Meeting two

* December 2023 — Christmas coffee
morning.

* Our guests were invited to Wyvern to meet
with History club.

* This was to record their stories about the
local area.

* They completed written surveys and took
part in interviews with History club
members.
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Some of our findings...

Alan James Diver — born 1955

“Fair Oak was smaller, quieter, very
friendly! | remember the swinging 60s
and England winning the World Cup in
1966.”




Christine Holloway — born 1938

“Fair Oak carnival was the best —
everyone joined in. It was a procession
round the village. It was enjoyed by

many people. There was a funfair. It
was 1947




John Dunne — born 1948

“I remember the fields opposite the
pub being all strawberry fields. It’s just
housing now.”




Keith Browning —born 1945

“Life was tough. There were no toys,
any we had were second hand if we
were lucky. School was hard. Play was
outside, we were climbing trees. There
was no TV then, but it was safe, and we
made our own fun.”




Iris Price

“There was only Fair Oak School — no
Wyvern! Fair Oak was small and a bit old
fashioned.”

Nona Whittle

“When | first attended Fair Oak School,
there were no toilets. We had to ‘bucket
and chuck it’ over the school fence.”




So, what is next for our
History project?
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* History club want to produce a website
to show their findings.

* History club members want to go into
assemblies to talk to other students
about the importance of local history.

* We will continue to work with the
Parish Council with the final aim of
producing a permanent, interactive
display.



